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AWF Supports Multi-purpose Water Storage Project to Build
Climate Resilience in Limpopo River Basin
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African Development Bank »

SPONSOR WIRE

The African Water Facility announced on December 15 that is has offered a €3.4 million grant to
the Government of Mozambique to conduct a feasibility study for the development of a climate
adaptation project in the lower Limpopo region. This project will include building infrastructure to
protect the Limpopo basin from floods and droughts and will increase food security by boosting
agricultural production. Furthermore, the infrastructure to be built could lead to hydro-electric power
production for the region.
The project is set to benefit around 572,000 small scale and livestock farmers, fishermen,
entrepreneurs and other stakeholders, as well as the 1.4 million people who live in the Gaza
province in Mozambique.
"This feasibility study not only lays the groundwork for future investments in Mozambique's water
sector, it is also a vital step towards ensuring that water resources development is done in such
way that negative impacts to the environment or the people of the region are avoided or reduced",
said AWF Coordinator Akissa Bahri.
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The construction of water storage and flood control infrastructure as a result of the study will
greatly increase the region's irrigation potential and enable Mozambique to adapt to climate change
and ensure food security. The potential irrigable area is estimated to be between 150,000 and
300,000 ha, compared to the 25,000 ha currently dedicated to smallholders and 10,000 ha to
private investors.
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The feasibility study will review options for multi-purpose water storage capacity development,
environmental and social impacts, and opportunities for small and medium enterprises in irrigated
agriculture, as well as private-public partnership possibilities and financing strategies
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The AWF grant will be complemented by a Department for International Development (UK)
400,000 GBP (€506,450) grant through the Climate and Development Knowledge Network to fund
technical assistance to the Southern Region Water Administration (ARA-Sul), the agency
responsible for carrying out the feasibility study. A further investment of €713,790 will come from
the Fund for African Private Sector Assistance, managed by the AfDB, and €369,000 from the
Government of Mozambique.
As a country situated downstream of river basins shared among several other nations,
Mozambique faces huge challenges due to intensive water development and upstream water use,
as well as floods and droughts exacerbated by climate change. Floods in 2013 killed 40 people and
caused an estimated USD 250 million in damages in the Limpopo river basin.
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