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Ghana and Togo sign agreement on
public-private irrigation investment
project
Ghana and Togo have signed an agreement that paves the way for a
major irrigation infrastructure project linking the neighbouring
African nations. 21 Jan 2015
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The African Water Facility (AWF) has offered a €1.4 million grant to Ghana
to support the technical, legal and financial preparation of the publicprivate partnership (PPP) project, which is designed to support Togo’s
capital Lome and Ghana’s coastal communities.
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Groundwater is currently the main source of water supply not only for the
population but also economic and industrial activities, the AWF said in a
detailed appraisal report for the project released in December 2013 (100page / 4.21 MB PDF). Increasing water availability is also expected to
attract further industrial investment in the region.

Kuwaiti oil and gas
industry gathering
momentum despite
falling oil prices,
experts say 11 Feb
2015

The African Development Bank (AfDB) said that in addition to AWF
support, the African Legal Support Facility (ALSF) is providing a €0.7 m
grant to help prepare the project. The Ghana Water Company Ltd, the
country’s national utility, will be the project’s executing agency.

MPs doubt UK
government's ability
to raise private sector
flood defence funding
11 Feb 2015

The AfDB said: “More than 4 million people in Togo and Ghana will benefit
from access to improved drinking water when the preparation studies are
completed and the project is executed. The AWF and ALSF grant will pave
the way for the mobilisation of €100m from the private sector for the
water supply infrastructure investments under a PPP arrangement.”

UK Supreme Court:
Shetland wind farm's
potential impact on
rare birds 'not
significant' 09 Feb
2015

“Togo’s groundwater supply sources for the city of Lome and surrounding
communities are on the verge of depletion due to over-exploitation and
their quality is deteriorating,” the AfDB said. “Ghana’s huge lower Volta
River, emptying into the Gulf of Guinea, has ample source of fresh water to
augment Togo’s scarce surface water sources. The project is seen as
strengthening sub-regional cooperation through the sharing of the
resources of the trans-boundary Volta River.”
According to the Ghana Investment Promotion Centre, Ghana’s
government aims to ensure the entire country is provided with supplies of
potable water by the year 2020. “Private sector participation is a key
element in the operations and management of urban water supply,” the
centre said.
A ‘multi-annual strategic plan’ for Ghana for 2014 to 2017 (25-page / 961
KB PDF), prepared in cooperation with the Netherlands’ government, said
“there is a sound basis for a larger role in service provision by the private
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sector”, particularly in sectors such as water, waste management and
sanitary services. The report said “market research... shows there are
sufficient entrepreneurs with business ideas willing to invest in service
delivery”.
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