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African Water Facility to help tackle food insecurity, flooding and droughts in 

Uganda and South Sudan. 

The African Water Facility (AWF) announced on January 9, 2015 that it has offered a €1.97 million grant to 

the Nile Equatorial Lakes Subsidiary Action Program (NELSAP) to increase water availability for multiple 

purposes in the Nyimur region of Uganda and South Sudan. The grant will support the improvement of 

irrigated agriculture and food production, fisheries, electricity generation and sanitation as well as the 

prevention of flooding and droughts in the region. 

 

The AWF grant will help prepare the construction of a multipurpose dam and a reservoir on the Nyimur River 

through feasibility studies, engineering design studies and environmental and social impact assessments. The 

planned infrastructure investment will allow approximately 5,105 ha of land to be irrigated through a 

community irrigation scheme, and enable 350 kW of electricity to be produced from a small hydropower 

facility. The project will directly benefit approximately 12,000 people.  

 

The AWF will also support the mobilization of funds from donors through project preparation and fundraising 

activities such as donors’ roundtables.  

 

“The project will improve the livelihoods of surrounding communities by reducing the ravages of flooding and 

droughts, as well as foster food and energy security and in the long run help consolidate peace and security in 

this fragile region” said AWF coordinator Akissa Bahri.  

 

The Nyimur River runs through both South Sudan and Northern Uganda, an area plagued by conflict from the 

late 1980’s until 2004. Although the guns have generally fallen silent, the region is still considered fragile. The 

unrest in the region resulted in very low levels of investment and development of basic services or 

infrastructure. Agricultural production declined drastically during the period of turmoil and the current level of 

food insecurity is significant: in low yield seasons, 33% of the population in the area is dependent on food aid.  
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About the African Water Facility (AWF): The AWF is an initiative of the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) hosted by the African Development Bank (AfDB), established in 2004 as a Special Water 

Fund to help African countries achieve the objectives of the Africa Water Vision 2025. The AWF offers grants from €50,000 to €5 million to support projects aligned with its mission and strategy to a wide range of 

institutions and organizations operating in Africa. Its three strategic priority activities are (1) preparing investment projects to mobilize investment funds for projects supported by AWF; (2) enhancing water 

governance to create an environment conducive for effective and sustainable investments; (3) promoting water knowledge for the preparation of viable projects and informed governance leading to effective and 

sustainable investments. Since 2006, AWF has funded 94 national and regional projects in 51 countries, including in Africa's most vulnerable states.  It has mobilized more than €1.2 billion as a result of its project 

preparation activities, which constitute 70 percent of its portfolio. On average, each €1 contributed by the AWF has attracted €40 in additional follow-up investments.   

The AWF is entirely funded by Algeria, Australia, Austria, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Burkina Faso, Canada,  Denmark, the European Commission, France, the Nordic Development Fund, Norway, 

Senegal, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom,  and the African Development Bank. The AWF is governed by a Governing Council representing its 16 donors, UN-Water Africa, the AU via NEPAD, AMCOW and the 

AfDB. 
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