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African Water Facility:
Combating desertification and climate change in Burkina Faso
Abidjan, Ivory Coast, 20 July 2016 – Burkina Faso is the first country to benefit from a climate change focused grant (to
the tune of EURO 838,000) by the African Water Facility (AWF), after AWF’s call for proposals launched in September
2014.
A precise overview of the situation. The project will provide in depth knowledge of the capabilities of the Naré
“underground dam”, in the Sahelian part of the country. Based on knowledge of the vulnerability of underground water
resources to climate change, a series of recommendations will be made to rehabilitate the dam and implement a technical
monitoring system. Appropriate adaptation technology will be offered. The project will additionally finance a series of
integrated studies on the value-creation of the dam and a list of short, medium and long term investment projects will be
drawn up.
The Naré underground dam. The Naré underground dam's objective is to dam up an underground reservoir which is not
located at a great depth and whose flow is relatively fast. The accumulated water, which is not subject to evaporation nor
other diverse factors, can be exploited in a rational way. The dam project was first launched on a pilot basis. The
Burkinabe government now plans on moving to the next stage by tackling the lack of management and monitoring which
had jeopardized the sustainability of the pilot phase. This pilot had gathered large interest from recipient populations as it
was perceived, from the start, as a springboard for socioeconomic development in the concerned localities.
Soil degradation and droughts. The Naré region is affected by frequent droughts. These phenomena regularly
compromise the harvest due to the lack of rain. The region's populations, who essentially live on agriculture and livestock
breeding, are thus economically affected. The multiplication of these disasters, which were once rare, is a consequence
of climate change. The project will strongly contribute to decreasing soil and vegetation degradation. It will rely on
exploiting underground waters for multiple usages, including farming and providing drinking water for people and animals.
The infrastructures to be renovated and the new ones to be built will give access to drinking water to at least 5,000
people.
A new strategic orientation. “We plan on investing more in all that is related to climate change”, announced Mohamed
El Azizi, director of the AWF. During the World Water Week in Stockholm in 2014, the AWF launched a call for proposals
to catalyze financing for projects or programs promoting resilience to climate change or creating adaptation or mitigation
measures. The “Integrated studies for Value-Creation for the Naré Underground Dam” project meets AWF's objectives for
this call and in line with its operational objectives.
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About the African Water Facility (AWF): The AWF is an initiative of the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) hosted by the African
Development Bank (AfDB), established in 2004 as a Special Water Fund to help African countries achieve the objectives of the Africa Water
Vision 2025. The AWF offers grants from €50,000 to €5 million to support projects aligned with its mission and strategy to a wide range of
institutions and organizations operating in Africa. Its three strategic priority activities are 1) preparing investment projects to mobilize
investment funds for projects supported by AWF; 2) enhancing water governance to create an environment conducive for effective and
sustainable investments; 3) promoting water knowledge for the preparation of viable projects and informed governance leading to effective
and sustainable investments. Since 2006, AWF has funded 98 national and regional projects in 52 countries, including in Africa's most
vulnerable states. It has mobilized more than €1.4 billion as a result of its project preparation activities, which constitute 70 percent of its
portfolio. On average, each €1 contributed by the AWF has attracted €35 in additional follow-up investments. The AWF is entirely funded
by Algeria, Australia, Austria, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Burkina Faso, Canada, Denmark, the European Commission, France, the
Nordic Development Fund, Norway, Senegal, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the African Development Bank. The AWF is governed
by a Governing Council representing its 16 donors, UN-Water Africa, the AU via NEPAD, AMCOW and the AfDB.

